
APRIL 15–17, 2026

THE WESTIN KIERLAND RESORT & SPA, SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA

Charter School Investor 
Conference Recap
Hosted by Baird’s Nati onal 
Charter School Finance Group



KEY DISCUSSION THEMES
• Operating Trends & Growth Strategies

• Investor Perspectives & Market Dynamics

• Facilities, Construction & Real Estate

• Policy, Oversight & Accountability

• Credit Quality & Ratings Outlook

• Financing Pipeline & Forward Calendar

Baird’s Charter School Investor Conference brought together institutional investors, 
charter school leaders, industry experts, attorneys, rating agencies, and real estate 
professionals for three days of insightful discussions on the evolving charter school 
sector, capital markets and facility financing landscape.

Through open dialogue and shared expertise, attendees explored current trends, 
challenges and opportunities shaping the future of charter schools across the country.

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE
With a dedicated focus on charter schools, this conference 
provided a unique platform for meaningful dialogue, 
collaboration and education. Attendees benefited from  
direct access to market participants across the full charter 
school finance ecosystem.

CONVENING THE CHARTER SCHOOL  
FINANCE ECOSYSTEM



BY THE NUMBERS

20%+ 
Attendance Growth  
vs. 2023

diverse 
ecosystem
Investors, Issuers, 
Advisors, Rating Agencies, 
Authorizers, Real Estate & 
Construction Professionals

8 
Sessions & Panels

~20 
Institutional Investors

90 
Total Attendees

national 
representation 
Attendees from Across  
the Country

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
• �Thought leadership from charter 

school operators, investors, industry 
experts, and policymakers

• �Open and candid discussions on key sector  
and market dynamics

• �Valuable investor connectivity and relationship building

• �Education and insights on the facility  
financing landscape

• �Strong representation across the charter  
school ecosystem

• �Collaborative forum to support the growth  
and success of charter schools nationwide

CHARTER SCHOOL SITE VISIT
Conference programming included an 
on-campus charter school site visit, 

providing investors and market participants with direct 
operational perspective on school facilities and the student 
learning environment.

WHO ATTENDED
• �Institutional Investors

• �Charter School Operators  
& Leaders

• �Attorneys & Advisors

• �Rating Agencies

• �Real Estate & Construction Firms

• �Authorizers & Policy Experts

• �Capital Markets Professionals



Since 2003, Baird’s banking team has been providing custom financial 
solutions to charter schools across the country.

ABOUT BAIRD’S NATIONAL  
CHARTER SCHOOL FINANCE GROUP

350+ Charter School
Financings Nationwide

22 States + D.C. 
Serving Charter Schools 
Coast to Coast

$11.5 Billion 
in Funding Since 2003

No. 1 Underwriter 
of Charter School Bonds 
Nationwide by Number 
of Issues and Par Amount 
Since 20091

Deep Relationships. 
Proven Expertise. 
National Leadership.

Baird is proud to be the 
trusted financial partner 
for charter schools across 
the country and remains 
committed to delivering 
customized solutions and 
exceptional results.
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